
 
 

 

GO BETTER AT BATHURST 
 

THE JOHN BOWE MASTER COACHING PROGRAM 
 
Get the most out of competing at Challenge Bathurst in 2025 with John Bowe as your 
performance coach. Strictly limited to two drivers in each Group. 
In short, a driver hiring John Bowe as their Coach could expect to leave not only faster around 
Bathurst but also safer, more consistent, and more confident, with better tools for long-term 
improvement in motorsport. 
 
John Bowe’s experience at Bathurst 

John Bowe (‘JB’) is the only driver to have won both the Bathurst 1000 and the Bathurst 12 Hour 
Race on multiple occasions. JB is the only driver to win national titles in four different 
categories and has arguably driven more competition laps at Bathurst than any competitor. 

Summary of Key Bathurst Achievements: 

• Total Bathurst 1000 Races: 27 
• Bathurst 1000 Wins: 2 (1994, 1998) and 5 more podium finishes 
• Bathurst 12 Hour Wins: 3 (2011, 2018 at Bathurst and in 1995 at Eastern Creek) 

The only Australian to have over 1,000 Race starts and the only driver in the world with 1,000 
races and a win percentage over 20% with 258 wins from 1,251 races. 
 
The ‘Master Coaching’ Service 
 
JB has experience in a range of facets and can pass on his experience in areas that best meet 
your needs. The objectives and expected improvements usually fall into a mix of technical 
driving skills, mental approach, and race craft. Here’s a breakdown: 

1. Track Knowledge & Line Optimization 

• Bathurst (Mount Panorama) is one of the most technical and intimidating circuits in the 
world. A coach like Bowe, who has deep experience there, can teach: 

o Ideal racing lines for different car types (GT, touring, production, etc.). 
o Where to brake, turn in, apex, and exit for maximum safety and speed. 
o How to handle the circuit’s unique sections (e.g., The Cutting, Skyline, The 

Esses, Conrod Straight, The Chase). 

2. Car Control & Technique 

• Fine-tuning driving inputs: 
o Braking technique (threshold braking, trail braking, stability under pressure). 
o Throttle modulation (especially critical coming off slower corners and over 

crests). 
o Steering inputs to keep the car balanced and avoid over-driving. 



o Managing weight transfer through Bathurst’s elevation changes. 

3. Pace & Consistency 

• Learning how to string together consistent laps, not just a single “hero lap.” 
• Understanding how to build a rhythm and maintain it over a race distance. 
• Using data and video analysis to compare the driver’s laps with ideal laps, spotting 

where time is lost. 

4. Race craft & Strategy 

• Overtaking and defending safely on a narrow, high-risk track. 
• Managing traffic in mixed-category events (a big factor at Bathurst). 
• Decision-making in high-pressure scenarios, like restarts or battling in The Chase. 

5. Mental Preparation 

• Building confidence to attack a track that can be intimidating. 
• Staying calm and focused in long sessions or during endurance stints. 
• Coping with mistakes or pressure moments without letting them snowball. 

6. Car Setup Feedback 

• While not all driver coaches get deeply into engineering, someone like John Bowe can: 
o Help translate what the driver is feeling into useful feedback for engineers. 
o Suggest adjustments to make the car more drivable and confidence-inspiring. 
o Teach how to adapt driving style if setup changes aren’t possible. 

7. Safety & Risk Management 

• Understanding risk vs. reward at Bathurst (where pushing beyond your limits can have 
big consequences). 

• Identifying areas to push hard vs. places to be conservative. 
• Developing a mindset for longevity in endurance-style events. 

Program Elements 
 
Initial phone call  
After your Registration is Confirmed in October. Discuss with JB by phone what you are looking 
to achieve at CB; your experience, car and goals for the Event (15-20 minute call). 
 
Pre-Event Briefing 
Wednesday Nov 19 (Supersprint and New Regularity competitors) and Friday Nov 21 (Regularity 
competitors) will be conducted in Suite 14 on Level 1 from 6:00 – 6:30 pm followed by a ‘Circuit 
Tour’ (shared suitable vehicle) from 6:30 – 7:00 pm before each of the 2 day events. 
 
Post-Session Consultations 
You have 10 minute consultations with JB straight after each of your driving sessions (excluding 
the last one). Supersprint 6x 1 on 1 and Regularity 5x 1 on 1s. JB will be based in the Mayoral 
Suite 14 with each competitor coming to meet with him in that Suite straight after their drive to 



discuss and ask for input, advice and feedback. JB can review files with your driving video 
footage and telemetry/data on your laptop or other devices. 
 
On the two event days, it’s the competitor’s obligation to visit JB in Suite 14 for advice straight 
after you finish your driving session (the only practical way of an orderly provision of the service 
and maximising his time and value to you). There is no consultation after your last session, 
allowing you to pack up and head home 
 
Note: This program does not include JB as an in-car coach or a specified allocation of time 
personally accessing your car in the garage or marque.  
 
The Fees paid by Competitors for the Program 
  
Supersprint $700 incl GST per competitor  
Regularity $600 incl GST per competitor  
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